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SUMMARY 


Some 500 articles have been written about gastro- 
scopy. These papers have origin in 20 or more coun- 
tries. 

Three-fifths have come from the United States 
One-fifth from Italy, France and Germany 
One-tenth from Great Britain and Dominions 
One-tenth from other countries (chiefly South 
American origin—-Argentina, Brazil and Peru) 

There was a sharp rise in interest in the thirties 
which suffered slightly during the war years, then a 
revival, which has not apparently lessened to a great 
extent. 


Since 1939, the United States has led in number of 
articles. Quality is another question. About two-fifths 
of all the articles were devoted to apologies and evalua- 
tion of the procedure. These embraced indications, con- 
tradictions, dangers, critique. The articles were about 
equally divided as to United States or Foreign source. 
The number of papers on these topics diminished with 
the war, and have not regained their former prominence. 
Likewise, interest in gastritis per se seemed to reach a 
peak just prior to the war, but has since lost favor. 


In all there were about 30 topics favored in these 
gastroscopic papers; other than those mentioned above 
the majority of the papers concerned: x-ray comparison 
studies, gastric cancer, gastric ulcer, gastroscopic series 
reviews, and instrument descriptions and modifications. 
Other than the usual diseases of the stomach, gastro- 
scopic studies of the gastric mucosa were made in Per- 
nicious Anemia, Syphilis, Hepatitis, Sprue, Alcoholism, 
Pregnancy, Duodenal Ulcer, Eczema, Rosacea, Tuber- 
culosis, Schistosomiasis, Sea Sickness and Amoebiasis. 
Post-resection and post-vagotomy studies have been 
made. 


Chief innovations have been color photography and 
the operating gastroscope. 

Reports on fatalities have been few. 

Reports on perforations (about 15) with recovery 
were common, and in the past few years, there have been 
a number of perforations with free air under the dia- 
phragm that recovered without peritonitis, or that have 
been operated without evidence of a break in the gastric 
wall. 

All in all, it seems that Gastroscopy interest is wide- 
spread, and believed to be useful as an adjunct to re- 
search as well as a useful tool in the Gastrointestinal 
Clinic. 

No major change has taken place in the instrument 
(Wolf-Schindler); only modifications and additions have 
been effected. 




















